
July 20th- July 27th 2013 

This weekly happening is written by Claudia Margheri, you can contact me by mail to info@touristmanagement.com –

phone + 39 347 3212241 

San Gimignano (si) 
Sun. 21 July   

Exceptional opening of San Jacopo al Tempio Church – free entrance 

 from 10 am to 1 pm and from 3 pm to 6 pm 

Montaione 
Sun 21 July 

At 4 pm CICCIA & VINO (MEAT & WINE) in  Piazza della Repubblica 

Nice street food happening in the centre 

Certaldo (Fi)   
Sun 21 July, Mercantia  
(7 km far from Gambassi Terme, Castelfiorentino, Vico d’Elsa)  

(12 km far from San Gimignano, Montaione, Poggibonsi, Barberino Val d’Elsa, Montespertoli)  

(20/30 km far from Colle Val d’Elsa, Volterra, Siena, Empoli, San Miniato, Tavarnelle, Casole d’Elsa) 

Programm 2013 : http://www.mercantiacertaldo.it/php/programma.php?lang=it  (in Italian) 

Tickets cost: 15,00 euro on Sunday (10,00 euro for children between 7 and 14 years) 

This is one of the most exciting Summer Festival in the Elsa Valley area performing street art music, folk, comic, play, 

medieval games and suggestions, achrobatic entertainments, dance, mimo, crafts. It is located in Certaldo Alta & 

Bassa, which means that the festival involves the whole town. From Wednesday to Sunday, everyday you can attend a 

great event, where you will have much fun and enjoy the Italian Entertainment. In the new part of the town below, 

you will be welcome by a nice market of unusual local handicrafts, taking place along the main street in Via 2 giugno 

and in the Boccaccio Square. At one corner of the Boccaccio Square you have to buy the tickets for the real festival 

taking place in the medieval upper part of the town “Certaldo Alta”. You can walk uphill (steap but short and the most 

enjoyable), the cable-way will be very busy. From theeach parking lot (see the below link to the parking maps) there 

are free buses to the Festival entrances.  

Parking map: http://www.mercantiacertaldo.it/php/info.php?id=4&lang=it 

Arriving mag: http://www.mercantiacertaldo.it/php/info.php?id=4&lang=it 

Montopoli Val d’Arno 
22/07 Il Circo Quartet (Pareti, Zanchini, Guidi, Girotto) (Montopoli) Jazz Concert 

Pisa  
Jazz along the Arno River in Pisa 

20/07 Betta Blues Society & T-Grass 

26/07 Benjamin Piat 

Siena  
Siena and Stars – Piazza Duomo & Siena Jazz 

21/07 Mario Biondi e Pino Daniele Siena and Stars 

23/07 "Il cigno bianco" soirée romantique P.zza Duomo  

24/07 Claudio Fasoli “Four” – SJU Orchestra (Dir. R. Spadoni, ospiti: A. Succi, P. Condorelli)  

25/07 Bernstein/Tonolo/Lanzoni/Street/Ballard Quintetto – Akinmusire/Zenon/Lanzoni/Grenadier/Ballard Quintetto  

25/07 Open day "I tesori di Siena Jazz" - Incontri internazionali di Siena Jazz  

26/07 Ludovico Einaudi   

Montalcino 
21-22 July Some of the greatest Italian and International jazz performers take the stage in the XIV century Fortress  of 

town providing a unique atmosphere where spectators can also enjoy the prestigious wines of Montalcino and the 

local food. 

21TH H. 9.45 (FOTRESS OF MONTALCINO) - NICK THE NIGTHFLY "NICE ONE"  
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22TH H. 9.45 (FORTRESS OF MONTALCINO) - KURT ELLING & CHARLIE HUNTER 

Firenze & Fiesole 
20 July h. 21:15 CHAMBER GROUP OGI - Basilica di Sant’Alessandro, Fiesole 

Franck Quintetto per pianoforte e archi in fa minore - Ligeti Concert Românes - Henze Kammerkonzert 05 Fassung der 

1. Sinfonie für 15 Spieler - Lucchetti Three Rock Songs 

21 July h. 19:00 CHAMBER GROUP OGI - Teatro Romano, Terrazza del Teatro Romano Foesole 

Dvořák, Quintetto d’archi op. 77 - Mozart, Quintetto con 2 viole k 516 in sol minore 

21 July h. 21:15 CHAMBER GROUP OGI - Basilica di Sant’Alessandro, Fiesole 

Elgar, Serenata per archi op. 20 - Haydn, Quartetto op. 76 n. 3 - Brahms, Sestetto op. 36 n. 2 

21/07 Andrea Coppini e Massimo Ciolli (Limonaia Palazzo Strozzi – Firenze) 

22 July h. 21:15 CHAMBER GROUP OGI - Basilica di Sant’Alessandro, Fiesole 

Mahler, Quartettsatz, Beethoven, Sestetto op. 81b, Ewald, Quintetto n. 3, Dohnányi, Quintetto in do minore  

23 July h. 21:15 ELISSO VIRSALADZE & CHAMBER GROUP OGI Basilica di Sant’Alessandro, Fiesole 

Mozart, Quartetto k 478 in sol minore - Beethoven, Quintetto per pianoforte e fiati op.16 in mi bemolle maggiore  

24 July h. 19:30 1st part – h. 21:00 second part  MUSICA E CULTURA Teatro Romano 

GIULIANA METTINI, soprano - AKRAM TELAWE, voce - Orchestra Giovanile Italiana- direttore RENATO RIVOLTA 

Poesie canti e danze  della tradizione Giudeo Spagnola, Araba e Sufi. Musiche di Betty Olivero: 

Zimaar II per soprano, arpa, violino e piccoli strumenti a percussione - Mareot per flauto e violino 

Juego de siempre per soprano, clarinetto, arpa, violino, viola e percussioni 

Achot Ketana per soprano, tre violini, clarinetto e orchestra d'archi 

Juego de Siempre per soprano, flauto, clarinetto, percussioni e orchestra d'archi 

Madrigal per clarinetto e orchestra d'archi, percussioni, nastro magnetico e fisarmonica 

25/07 Bobo Rondelli e l'Orchestrino (Anfiteatro delle Cascine, Firenze) 

Opera 

26-27/07 Madama Butterfly (Limonaia Palazzo Strozzi – Firenze) 

Cecina 
Cecina Musik Park Villa Guerrazzi alla Cinquantina, Cecina (LI) 

21/07 Living Coltrane con Enrico Rava 

25/07 Siena Jazz University Big Band dir. Roberto Spadoni 

Livorno 
From July 26 to August 5, 2013 “Effetto Venezia” Districts Venice, Livorno 

Ten days of culture and entertainment with shows, concerts, street performers, and boat trip along the canals, all in 

the most characteristic area of the city 

Lucca 
Summer Festival concerts in Piazza Napoleone 

22/07 Earth Wind and Fire "Now, then and forever" 
25/07 Neil Young & Crazy Horse (supporter: Devendra Banhart) 
27/07 Sigur Ros 

Activities organized by TuscanyEx in San Gimignano – Expert Organizer of 

Excursions, Explorings, Experiences in the Valdelsa area 
Info@tuscanyex.com – www.tuscanyex.com - +39 347 3212241 

San Gimignano full day escorted tour - This tour is possible everyday but Sundays 

This tour is Kids Friendly, we require minimum 2 people 

We propose you reach San Gimignano with your own car and visit the town with a local expert! 

One full day in San Gimignano , starting in the morning at 10:00 am. We meet you at one parking lot and walk through 

the town from the point of view of a local, giving you basic historical information and showing you the corners of our 

memory,  through an itinerary thought to discover the real life in town and the most panoramic corners (1,30 hour). 

For the family with children we propose a treasure hunt through the medieval city! The tour can end up at a small 

family run winery, located 1 km out of the town producing Vernaccia white wine and chianti both DOCG,  where 

Fausto the owner, will introduce us to his work in the fields and in the cellars before having a nice wine tasting 
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together with lunch at the farm restaurant. After lunch we may have a short but steep walk back to town and visit of 

the Vernaccia Museum with some comparing  tastings lead by the sommelier Andrea  or if you feel good about 

walking, we can hike throughout  country rough roads around San Gimignano, with further magnificent views to the 

city skylines (2 hours). 

The cost for the full day is € 85,00 per person (from minimum 2 to maximum 4 people), from 5 people ahead is 70,00 

euro. You can just chose the single activities and excursion in town which are quoted: 

20,00 euro per person for the San Gimignano tour (length 1,30 hour) or treasure hunt  - min. 2 people.  

65,00 euro per person for the walk and Vernaccia tour with lunch (length 3 hours) - min. 2 people 

20,00 euro per person for the country hike (length 2 hours) - min. 2 people 

With the full day tour we send you one interesting e-book with info, tips & curiosities about San Gimignano. 

If you prefer a taxi driver, we will quote you the taxi transfers according to the number of people you are. 

  

We propose you drive your own car and follow a local expert guiding you around!  

Volterra, San Vivaldo and Organic Farming tour. 

This tour is possible on Tuesday and Wednesdays only, this tour is Kids Friendly, we require min. 2 pax 

We suggest to leave San Gimignano at 12,00 to reach Camporbiano Bio Farm where we have time to look around this 

agricultural community living this area since 1988, and have a picnic style lunch, sampling  the wide own bio produce 

of cow and goat milk cheese, vegetables pickles, vegetable and fruit preserves, jam, honey, pasta, in their paradise of 

pristine genuine life. We move to San Vivaldo to see the polychrome terracotte of the 15th hundred, masterpiece of 

"La Robbia" School, then proceed to Volterra, the town with 3000 years of continuous civilization heritage. Here we 

suggest you to visit the Etruscan Museum Guarnacci, together with the Pinacoteca (admissions fee are not included 

6,00 euro per person), before the English speaking guided walking tour of the town at 6 pm (in English).  

The cost for the full day escorted by an English speaking  local expert guide  is € 95,00 per person (for minimum 2 to 

maximum 4 adults) From 5 adults ahead is € 80,00. Children from 6 to 14 years pay € 50,00. 

Included the picnic lunch, San Vivaldo Chapels ticket, walking guided tour of Volterra. 

With the full day tour we send you one interesting e-book with info, tips and curiosities about Volterra. 

If you prefer a taxi driver, we will quote you the taxi transfers according to the number of people you are. 

 

Florence full day guided visit to the Uffizi and  Accademia Museums plus guided walking tour of the town. 

This tour is possible everyday but Mondays 

We suggest you to reach and park in Poggibonsi or Certaldo railway station by car and catch the train (50 minutes); we 

can send you electronic tickets (ca. 15,00 euro per person according to the various possible combinations and time 

table). We advise you to leave around 8:30 am and be back at 7/8 pm). If you prefer a taxi driver, we will quote you 

the taxi transfers according to the number of people you are. 

You will meet your guide at the Accademia Museum at 11:00 am and start the amazing journey through 

Michelangelo’s life, works and times in front of the unforgettable sight of the David and the unfinished “Prisoners”. 

You have some time for a light lunch before you meet with the afternoon guide at 1 45 pm at Piazza della Repubblica 

and explore the huge Renaissance  heritage, through the Duomo, Palazzo Vecchio, squares and monuments, the Ponte 

Vecchio and end up at the Uffizi Museum looking at one of the most valuable Art collection featuring artists’ 

masterpieces  from Middle Ages to  Renaissance: Cimabue, Giotto, Botticelli, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, 

Raffaello, Tiziano, and many more. At the end of the tour, you can remain in the museum until the closing time.  

The cost for the full day is 100,00 euro per person including the bus/train tickets and admission fees to the Uffizi and 

Academia Museums. You will join small groups of people  

You can just chose the single activities and excursions which are quoted: 

50,00 euro per person for the guided visit of Accademia or Uffizzi 

25,00 euro per person for guided walking tour of the town 

With the full day tour we send you one interesting e-book with info, tips and curiosities about Florence. 



 

Siena full day guided visit of the town and lunch in Piazza del Campo.  

This tour is possible everyday. We propose you reach Siena by your own car and send you an interesting e-book 

with info, tips and curiosities about the place made by our local experts! 

You can reach Siena by car or If you prefer a taxi driver, we will quote you the taxi transfers according to the number 

of people you are (for 2 it is rather expensive). 

The guided urban trekking starts at 11 am and includes the Duomo (Cathedral) visit. The walking tour will be high-lined 

by ancient and mysterious alleys and stunning buildings like Rocca Salimbeni, the headquarters of the Monte dei 

Paschi di Siena Bank, the Tolomei Palace, the Chigi Saracini Palace, home of the world famous Chigiana Music ‘s 

Academy. The highlight of your tour is the Cathedral visit, an outstanding example of Romanesque-Gothic style, where 

Michelangelo, Bernini, Donatello and Giovanni Pisano left their masterpieces. 

At the end the guide will show you where the Restaurant is located and if you are lucky with the weather, you will 

have lunch outdoor in one of the most beautiful squares of Italy (otherwise you will be in the typical Hosteria 

ambient). You will have a free afternoon for your own, you can follow our suggested itineraries through the town (kids 

friendly too) and picks for nice pastry shops, handicrafts. 

The cost for the full day is 90,00 euro per person including the admission fee to the Duomo. 

You can just choose the single activities and excursions which are quoted: 

35,00 euro per person for the lunch in Piazza del Campo 

28,00 euro per person for guided walking tour of the town 

With the full day tour we send you one interesting e-book with info, tips and curiosities about Siena. 

 

Cooking classes - possible everyday 

We propose you reach San Gimignano or Certaldo by your own car and send you an interesting e-book with info, 

tips and curiosities about the place made by our local experts! 

All our cooking classes are generally private or maximum you join other 2/3 people.  

The following 2 ones are located in San Gimignano Countryside: 

Cooking class with the Farm Restaurant Chef Saverio 

Cooking class of “Pasta” with the Home Cook Chiara 

This one is a cooking school located in Certaldo Alta 

Cooking class at Giuseppina’s School 

 

 

Truffle hunt - possible everyday but Sundays  

We propose you reach San Miniato by your own car and send you an interesting e-book with info, tips and 

curiosities about the place made by our local experts! 

There is a part of land in Tuscany, in the area between Florence and Pisa – the medieval town of San Miniato and its 

surroundings – famous for the truffle growing in its soil. We propose you a  a nice walk in a wood for a demonstration 

of truffle hunting. With a truffle expert and his dog, you will find out the secrets of this precious product: where and 

how it grows, how dogs are trained for their search, how truffles are digged out… Interesting and funny experience! 

Then we will have the time to visit San Miniato and have a truffle light lunch in Montaione. 

The cost for the day tour including lunch is 85,00 euro per person. 
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Biking tours – possible everyday 

We propose private and customized tours guided by an English speaking expert rider for half-day (3/4 hours). We bring 

either MTB, Hybrid or Road bikes to your Hotel/Agriturismo so that you can enjoy a spectacular tour which fits with 

the level of difficulty you desire. We need to know the height of each person in cm, in order to prepare suitable 

bicycles for you. Our area is mainly hilly, our guides are anyway capable to guide you through easy trails as well as 

professional trails. The itineraries are very beautiful and quite, you will ride throughout a gorgeous net of paved or 

unpaved countryroads which are amazing. Very special itinerary the Via Francigena and the Eroica!!  

The prices include the MTB or Hybrid bike, delivery and collection of vehicles, English speaking  guide.  

For Road bikes we add an extra charge of € 8, oo p / p to add the below written rates. 

PRICES: For 2-3 participants  - € 90, oo p / p -  For 4-5 participants -  € 65, oo p / p 

For 6-7 participants - € 58, oo p / p - For 8-9 participants - € 47, oo p / p 

 

Chianti tour half day. This tour is possible everyday but Sundays  

We require minimum 4 adults. 

This tour is half day, private in the sense that it starts with a private van and a private English speaking driver/guide. 

When we reach the wineries, most of the time we join other small group of people. 

Escorted Tour including the drive through the world famous wine district and its magic intact rural landscape. The 

itinerary offers unforgettable view-points to sun bathed rolling  hills of squared tidy vineyards, unspoiled woods, olive 

groves scratched by a network of unpaved winding roads dotted of castles, ancient churches and farmhouses. Nature, 

men work, and history live here in absolute perfect balance and respect of the environment. The tour includes the visit 

to a Chianti castle/Villa and its wine cellars, and 2 stops in Chianti villages for some more wine tasting or shopping, 

soaking the local atmosphere. An English speaking local guide/driver will escort you throughout the excursion. 

The cost for the half-day tour is 100,00 euro per person including the English speaking driver and the visit to the 

Chianti Castle/Villa.  

 

 Crete Senesi & Montalcino full day tour. This tour is possible everyday but Sundays 

 We require minimum 4 adults. 

This tour is full day, private in the sense that it starts with a private van and a private English speaking driver/guide. 

When we reach the wineries, most of the time we join other small group of people. 

A beautiful journey south of Siena, through soft clay hills changing colors at season change, outlined by rows of 

cypress trees, dotted with ancient manors and farmhouses. This entire valley landscape called “Crete Senesi”  was 

included in the list of UNESCO’s World Cultural Landscapes in 2004. Jewel of this district is the world famous 

“Brunello” wine, fruit of Montalcino lands. Here you learn more on the “Sangiovese Grosso grape” vinification 

processes, giving exceptional body and aroma  to this wine, you will sample directly in one of the most beautiful and 

unique wineries. 

It will certainly be an unforgettable day in the wonder of the Tuscan countryside, with a stop for lunch in the small favors 

of art as Montalcino or Bagno Vignoni, and in the afternoon visit Pienza, the “touchstone of Renaissance urbanism”, 

representing the first application of humanist urban planning concepts, creating an impetus for planning that was 

adopted in other centers of the world. In 1996, UNESCO declared the town a World Heritage Site. 

The cost for the full day tour is 140,00 euro per person including the English speaking driver and the visit to the Chianti 

Castle/Villa.  

 

 

 


